- Invest - Empower - Sustain -

Mandate
The uMgungundlovu Economic Development Agency for the uMgungundlovu District
Municipality. Our mandate is to implement and promote the economic development policies
of the uMgungundlovu District Municipality in the areas of economic production, investment
and trade. This includes fast-tracking the implementation of strategic and catalytic local
economic development projects within the District Municipality.

Vision
To be a dynamic Agency which acts as a catalyst for inclusive economic growth and
development thereby making uMgungundlovu District the investment destination of choice.

Mission
To identify, facilitate and implement strategic projects which transform the District both
economically and spatially
To become a self-sufficient and sustainable entities.
Values
• Transparency
• Integrity
• Innovation
• Inclusivity
• Consultative
• Teamwork
• Partnership

Goals
•
•
•

•

•

•

To unlock economic development potential within the District;
To identify, facilitate, package and achieve the implementation of strategic sustainable
economic development and investment projects and programmes within the District;
To develop portfolios of catalytic projects and programmes that comprise of both short
term implementable low hanging fruit projects and longer term large scale strategic and
catalytic projects and programmes;
To undertake identified and prioritised projects on behalf of the parent Municipality and
the Local Municipalities within the District as approved by the Parent Municipality in line
with Agency’s corporate strategy;
To implement and manage projects captured in the business plan to be developed by
the Agency and updated monthly for presentation to the Parent Municipality, at whose
discretion, guidance and oversight will be provided;
To implement and manage Government initiatives and programmes such as Agriparks,
RASET and those that promote Radical Economic Transformation;

Strategic Objectives
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ensure compliance principles to all applicable regulatory requirements and Strategic
Objectives
Achieve financial compliance with regulatory requirements
To build an efficient and productive administration
Increase facilitated direct investments.
Deliver and Optimize Economic Infrastructure Projects
Package, Develop & promote investment opportunities for selected sectors.

UMEDA Service Offering
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investment Promotion.
Business Support.
SME/ Cooperative Development.
Export Promotion.
Community & Social Development.
Project Development & Management.
Infrastructure Development

KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa
KwaZulu-Natal is South Africa’s second largest economy, contributing on average 16.0%
(2017) to the country’s GDP. The province is strategically positioned by being home to two
of Africa’s busiest and largest ports, Durban and Richards Bay. It also boasts the third highest
export propensity and the second highest level of Industrialization in the country.
KwaZulu-Natal Province, occupying the southeastern portion of the country. It is bounded
to the north by Swaziland and Mozambique, to the east by the Indian Ocean, to the south by
Eastern Cape province, to the west by Lesotho and Free State province, and to the northwest
by Mpumalanga province. Within KwaZulu-Natal is an enclave of Eastern Cape province
consisting of the eastern portion of the former Griqualand East (around Umzimkulu). The
provincial capital is Pietermaritzburg.

KwaZulu-Natal is generally hilly or mountainous, especially along its western border. The
land rises from the coast to more than 11,000 feet (3,300 metres) along the Drakensberg
Escarpment on that border. The slope is not gradual, however, and various rocky outcrops
render the terrain into steps of undulating land ascending from an elevation of 500 feet
(150 metres) along the coastal plain to areas of 2,000 feet (600 metres) and then 4,000 feet
(1,200 metres) in the centre of the province, a region known as the Midlands. Beyond the
Drakensberg lies the Highveld, or high plateau.
The mineral wealth of KwaZulu-Natal province consists mostly of coal, which is mined in
the north around Newcastle and Dundee and provides South Africa with much of its coking
and semi-anthracite coal. The most important agricultural area is along the coast, where
sugarcane is the major crop. Sugar refining is mainly carried out in Durban. The province
produces such subtropical fruits as pineapples and bananas, and the dairy industry is also
important. Plantations of pine and eucalyptus in the Midlands provide raw materials for sawmills
and for paper and rayon pulp mills.
Durban, together with neighbouring Pinetown, is the province’s economic and industrial centre.
It has most of KwaZulu-Natal’s factories and is one of South Africa’s most important industrial
regions. Its factories are primarily concerned with textiles and clothing, food processing,
chemicals, sugar refining, and oil refining. Pietermaritzburg also has a number of industries,
including an aluminum plant, several footwear factories, and food-processing plants. The
province’s road and rail networks are well-developed. KwaZulu-Natal’s chief port, Durban, is South
Africa’s main cargo port and serves much of the interior of southern Africa.
Pietermaritzburg and Durban both have campuses of the University of Natal. There is also the
University of Durban-Westville at Durban and the University of Zululand at Kwa-Dlangezwa, near
Empangeni. Moses Mabhida Stadium, which hosts cultural and sporting events, is located in
Durban
(Source: Britannica)

uMgungundlovu District
The uMgungundlovu District Municipality is the second largest municipality in KwaZulu-Natal, and
includes the capital city of the province, Pietermaritzburg.
The district has a rich and complex natural environment with numerous resources, including
traditional farmland communities, informal rural settlements and upmarket urban areas. An efficient
network of roads and railways links the rural areas with urban centres with the N3 national road
offering substantial opportunity for development.

Seat of the District
The Msunduzi Municipality is centred on the city of Pietermaritzburg, which is the seat of the district
municipality. Pietermaritzburg, the second largest city within KwaZulu-Natal and the eighth largest
city in South Africa is poised for significant growth in the coming years.

indigenous rock art, prolific bird life and fly-fishing. Community based craft endeavours and
emerging micro enterprises point to the future.
Predominantly Rural
Named after the largest town in the area, Richmond Local Municipality is synonymous with
timber, fruit and vegetable production, and wood products. The municipality is a place of
great beauty with significant tourist attractions. Most of the population resides in areas
which are rural and characterised by low levels of basic services and unemployment.
Comparative Advantages
Based in Camperdown, the Mkhambathini Local Municipality has several advantages. It is
well located in relation to Durban and Pietermaritzburg and adjoins Cato Ridge, a potential
industrial node. The N3, which is identified in the Spatial Growth and Development Strategy
as a Provincial Corridor, runs east west through the central part of the municipal area.

Tourism and Agriculture Opportunities
Based in Wartburg / New Hanover, the uMshwathi Local Municipality is the largest of the seven
municipalities, comprising almost 2 000 km2. The area has good rainfall, fertile soils and a temperate
climate which results in the area contributing 40% of the total sugar cane and maize production of
uMgungundlovu.
The Albert Falls and Nagle Dams offer tourism and agriculture opportunities, with leisure activities
including bass fishing, canoeing, kayaking and rowing an attraction for locals and visitors.
Tourism Initiative
With its municipal seat at Howick, uMngeni Municipality presents a mix of manufacturing
enterprises, leisure and sporting facilities and a burgeoning agricultural sector. Howick Falls,
Karkloof Falls and Midmar Dam are tourism attractions, and the Midlands Meander is arguably
the most successful tourism initiative in South Africa.
The area lends itself to beef and dairy farming, timber production and the cultivation of
vegetables.
Bustling Town
The administrative centre of Mpofana Local Municipality is the bustling town of Mooi River,
which takes its name from the Mooirivier (pretty river) and Little Mooi tributary.
The population/area ratio is the lowest in the district, emphasizing the viability of agricultural
crops such as maize, wheat, beans, peas and potatoes. Cattle and sheep are farmed extensively,
and the area boasts some of South Africa’s best racehorse stud farms.
Ecologically Sustainable
The Impendle Local Municipality borders on the Drakensberg mountain range which highlights
the potential for ecologically sustainable tourism enterprises, particularly those focused on

Development Agency
The uMgungundlovu Economic Development Agency (uMEDA) facilitates strategic catalytic
projects and champions the radical agrarian socio-economic transformation agenda of the
district.
(Source: KZN Top Business Portfolio)

Key Opportunities
Manufacturing
•
•
•
•
•
•

Special Economic Zone (SEZ)
Mkhondeni lndustrial Development
Clothing and Textiles
Furniture Manufacturing & lncubation
Craft commercialisation
Timber Processing

uMgungundlovu District Municipality Key Facts
Population

1,095 865 (2016)

Area

9 602 km2

Population density

110/km2

GDP

10.5% (2017)

Province

Kwa-Zulu Natal

Capital

Pietermaritzburg

Language

IsiZulu, English, Xhosa, Afrikaans

Airport

Pietermaritzburg Airport (Oribi Airport)

Main Economic Sectors

Community services (25-30%), finance (15-20%),
manufacturing (10-15%), agriculture, forestry and fishing
(10-15%), wholesale and retail trade (10-15%), transport and
storage (10%)

Towns

Ashburton, Camperdown, Cool Air, Dalton, Hilton, Howick,
Impendle, Mooi River, New Hanover, Pietermaritzburg,
Richmond, Wartburg

Climate

Average midday temperatures range from 22°C to 32°C, with
the minimum winter temperatures at approximately 10°C

Tourism
•
•
•
•
•
•

Development of adventure tourism
Development of a conference/convention
centre
Hotels and Leisure facilities
Development of tourist packages for
domestic markets
African and Asian cuisine outlets
Nature/Game Reserve

(Source: uMgungundlovu District Investment Promotion and Facilitation Strategy)

Agriculture
•
•
•
•
•

Timber Beneficiation
RASET Programmes (for Vegetables and
Fruits Supply)
Compartmentalised Cold Storages/AgriHubs
Agri/Food Processing Industry
Opportunities
Seed/Seedling Production & Processing

(Source: Urban-Econ)

Key Advantages
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Politically Stable Environment.
Political and administrative will to craft a customized set of incentives and programmes
for individual investment projects.
Quick turnaround time on the approval of development plans.
Availability of bulk infrastructure and multi skilled labour within the economic nodes.
Competitive wage and salary rates.
An effective road and rail network to major markets, with easy access to the Durban
harbour for the import and export of goods.
Gateway to Gauteng and Eastern Cape.

Physical Address:
191 Burger Street
Pietermaritzburg
KZN, South Africa
Postal Address:
P O Box 3174
Pietermaritzburg
KZN, South Africa
Telephone:
+27 33 342 3396
Email Address:
info@umeda.co.za
Website Address:
www.umeda.co.za

UMEDA PMB

(@umeda_pmb)
UMEDA PMB
UMEDA PMB

UMEDA PMB

